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I am making this public representation to HOSC in respect of my 
continued concern about the reported Covid-19 death rate in the 
“Alstone and St Mark's” Middle-layer Super Output Area (MSOA) which 
has the formal designation of “Cheltenham 007”.

Online mapping published by the Office of National Statistics1, suggests 
that as of 31st May 2020, there have been thirty-two (32) Covid-19 
related deaths in this MSOA.  My further analysis of dataset from which 
this mapping visualisation was derived, shows that this is the highest 
number of Covid-19 deaths for any MSOA in not just Gloucestershire, 
but the whole Southwest region, and equal fourth highest number of 
Covid-19 deaths in the whole of England and Wales.  My analysis also 
shows that in April 2020, Covid-19 was the leading cause of deaths 
(59%) in this MSOA.

Dialogue with the Director of Public Health for Gloucestershire County 
Council2 has suggested that “This MSOA has 9 care homes with 264 
beds. This is much higher than the MSOA average of 3 care home with 
80 beds. When cross-referenced with our local registration data there is 
a high match between areas with a high number of care homes and 
deaths we are aware of in care homes.”  

The communities that I represent, the bereaved families of the 
deceased, and families with relatives in care homes deserve both 
answers and reassurance.  

I am therefore making this public representation to request the HOSC 
investigate what factors led to the high death rate in the Alstone and St 
Mark’s MSOA, and if, as suggested, the majority of deaths were in care 
homes, what the causal factors that lead to this tragically high death-
rate were.

If there were systemic failures at any level, whether national, regional or 

1 https://www.ons.gov.uk/visualisations/dvc846/map/index.html
2 Email dated Wednesday 24th June 2020

https://www.ons.gov.uk/visualisations/dvc846/map/index.html


local, then it is imperative that these are quickly identified so that 
remediation can occur.  This feeds into the second part of my request 
which is to ensure that in the event of resurgence of Covid-19 as 
lockdown measures are eased, the community that I represent, can be 
confident that there is sufficient understanding and preparedness that 
there will not be a repeat of the conditions that led to the high localised 
mortality rate.

My focus as a Borough Councillor is predominantly on the ward I serve 
and represent, as it has suffered the worst impact of this virus.  
However, I recognise that it is clearly in the best interests of the county 
if other MSOAs in Gloucestershire with statistically significant elevated 
Covid-19 mortality rates also have similar investigations performed.

I trust that HOSC will agree that it is in the public interest for this to be 
investigated in as open and transparent way possible, so that the 
communities that I represent can understand what happened, and also 
get a reassurance that the understanding gained from this investigation 
is being used to inform the current response and will be used to inform 
any future response as part of any Local Outbreak Control Plan response 
if one needs to be implemented anywhere in Gloucestershire. 


